Portland Supports Common Area Laundry Rooms for Conservation

Oregonians take pride in protecting and conserving their natural and renewable resources.  In Portland specifically, peak water demand for the metropolitan area’s more than 787,000 residents has been as high as 193 million gallons per day in recent years. 

Among many conservation methods and water use efficiency guidelines employed in the Portland area, the Portland Water Bureau (PWB) has specifically recognized the conservation effects of the common area laundry rooms in multifamily buildings.  In its Multifamily Housing Water Conservation Manual, the PWB provides tips and suggestions on how to save water; one of those tips is to “Eliminate or reduce in-unit washing machines.” Coin-operated machines in one or two centralized locations result in lower overall water use than having washing machines within individual apartments.”

The manual refers to the National Research Center’s study showing that apartment residents with in-unit machines use 8,500 more gallons of water per year than those residents who use a common area laundry room. 
The common are laundry room is also cited on the PWB Web site as an effective means of conservation. The Web site states that, “typically central laundry facilities use far less water per occupant than providing in-unit washers and dryers.” Click here to read more from the PWB Web site. 
Though some believe there are no critical water supply issues in Portland, the city of Portland and the PWB have recognized conservation as an important issue, worthy of addressing in their water plans and guidelines.
